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And In medieval times the system of Gothic con-
struction, the vault with the strong arch rib of solid
stone and the lighter infilling, rendered possible a light-
ness of construction which is only excelled to-day in
skeleton framing of steel or reinforced concrete.

The structural innovations which characterised both
Roman and Gothic architecture were important, be-
cause they marked advances in the realisation of the
possibilities of building. They left their mark on
architecture and affected the course of its evolution.

But while structural design has always formed a
fundamental part of the building problem, it is only
the corollary of a wider issue, the fulfilment of the
building programme.

This building programme has, throughout the ages,
been subject to social, racial, and geographical influ-
ences. It is not, however, within the scope of this
book to examine the programme in either its historical
or modern aspects in any detail; but only to touch
upon it in so far as is necessary in any attempt to
analyse the contemporary outlook on architectural
design. For it is the modern approach towards design,
rather than the detailed requirements of various types
of buildings, which is to be discussed.

In the process of so doing, ground which is not
always fresh will be covered ; and there will be re-
called certain principles which, though familiar, compel
reiteration with the advent of each new phase of
architectural development